STATE OF MICHIGAN
OFFICE OF THE GREAT LAKES

LANSING GL

RICK SNYDER JON W. ALLAN
GOVERNOR DIRECTOR

March 2, 2018

Mr. Daniel Ballnik, Chair

Rouge River Advisory Council

c/o Alliance of Rouge Communities
46036 Michigan Avenue, Suite 126
Canton, Michigan 48188

Dear Mr. Ballnik:

The Michigan Office of the Great Lakes (OGL) approve the attached Habitat
Restoration Project List titled, Rouge River Area of Concern Projects Needed to
Remove the Habitat BUIs, dated February 25, 2016. It was compiled by the Rouge
River Advisory Council (RRAC) Habitat Committee with the assistance of our Rouge
River Area of Concern (AOC) Coordinator, Ms. Jennifer Tewkesbury.

The Habitat Restoration Project List includes detailed individual habitat restoration
projects that must be completed to demonstrate restoration success as required by
the Guidance for Delisting Michigan’s Great Lakes Areas of Concemn for the Loss of
Fish and Wildlife Habitat and Degradation of Fish and Wildlife Populations Beneficial
Use Impairments (BUIs). The Habitat Restoration Project List also includes the
Concrete Channel Modification/Enhancement Project which is currently being
overseen by the Army Corps of Engineers, Detroit District for project feasibility,
design, and implementation. Therefore, the OGL expects that the successful
implementation of these habitat projects, in conjunction with the remediation of
contaminated sediments within the Lower Rouge River Main Stem and Old Channel,
will lead to the removal of the Loss of Fish and Wildlife Habitat and the Degradation
of Fish and Wildlife Populations BUIs.

The OGL’s approval is based on ensuring inclusion of all components and does not
bind the state or federal programs to any new monitoring activities. Additionally,
since the AOC program is non-regulatory and has no independent authority to
require actions, local developed criteria do not bind any local, state, or federal
program to specific remedial actions or protection actions.

We appreciate the time and effort on the part of the Rouge River Advisory Council to
develop the Habitat Restoration Project List, and we look forward to working with you
to support remedial actions and removal of BUIs in the Rouge River AOC.
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If you need further information or assistance, please contact Ms. Jennifer
Tewkesbury, Great Lakes Management Unit, Office of the Great Lakes, at
517-897-3257, or you may contact me.

Sincerely,

ot Holoo

Richard Hobrla, Chief

Great Lakes Management Unit
Office of the Great Lakes
517-284-5043

Attachment

cc: Mr. Marc Tuchman, United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA)
Ms. Amy Pelka, U.S. EPA
~Mr. John Perrecone, U.S. EPA
Ms. Rose Ellison, U.S. EPA
Ms. Jennifer Tewkesbury, OGL
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February 26, 2016

Ms. Jen Tewkeshury

Arca of Concern Coordinator ~Rouge River
Office of the Great Lakes

MDEQ SE Michigan District Office

RE: Rouge River AOC Habitar List
Dear dMs. Tewkesbury:

The Rouge River Advisory Council {RRAC) is hereby formally submitting the Rouge River AOC Habiwat
Restoration Projects List. This list includes projects that have been completed and ones that will need ta be
completed in order to achieve the associated goal of fish and wildlife habitat and fish and wildlife populations
benchicial use impairments { BUT removal,

Over the past cighteen months the RRAC Habitar Committec has reviewed and made recommendations on projects
that will address the habitar associated BUIs within the AQC. Based on this effors the Habitat Commines
presented s final list to RRAC membership on February 22, 2016, The membership voted at that meeting to
aceept the atached habitar list as the Ronge River ADC Habital List,

The RRAC membership appreciates the time, assistance and effort vou have provided in preparing this submission.
Should vou have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sinceraly,

Do C 5tV

Dan Balinik, Chair
Rouge River Advisory Council
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